
Fair Use Guidelines rating sheet.  Attach a copy to every possible fair use of a copyrighted work. 
 

Against Fair Use    Favoring Fair Use  
1 2 3 4 5 

Purpose or 
character of the 
use 

Commercial, 
entertainment. 
Not crediting the 
author/owner 

General 
Distribution (www 
or other) 

Conferences, large 
educational 
gatherings 

Local workshops, 
teacher education 

Educational, 
classroom teaching, 
research, parody, 
criticism. 
Intranet or in-school 
use only 

Nature of the 
copyrighted work 

Highly Creative 
(Fiction, Artwork, 
Music, dance) 
 
Not published 

Opinions, 
philosophy, found 
in one place 

Non-fiction 
 
Published 

Opinions, 
philosophy of 
several different 
authors 

Just facts  
 
Parody 

Amount of the 
work being used 
(see amount 
guidelines) 

All or substantial/ 
important portion 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Appropriate 
amount for 
educational 
purpose 

Small amount (see 
guidelines) 

Effect on the 
market for the 
work 

Charging above 
cost recovery, for 
profit. 
Illegally obtained 
copy. 

Licensing is 
readily available. 
Numerous copies 
made. Repeated 
use.  Distributed 
widely (www.) 

Advertising or 
promoting the 
work (this right is 
reserved to the 
copyright holder.) 

One or few copies 
made. No effect on 
market. 

No charge and no 
licensing available 
after reasonable 
search. Legally 
obtained copy. 

 
These are only guidelines in copyright law. Read the copyright law for more complete information.  
If the average falls at 3 or above, you should be allowed to use a copyrighted item whether or not the owner of the copyright gives 
permission. In general, the last row is the most important in a court of law, but it does not trump the other categories. 
It is always best to ask for permission whenever possible. Always credit the creator. 
 
 Compiled by George Pilling 2008. This is not copyrighted. It is a compilation of facts with some interpretation. Only the creative 
execution of an idea can be copyrighted, 


